HITLER   AND   I

'I shall go on my way/ he said, 'with the precision
of a sleep-walker.5

I have been asked many times what is the secret of
Hitler's extraordinary power as a speaker. I can only
attribute it to his uncanny intuition, which infallibly
diagnoses the ills from which his audience is suffering.
If he tries to bolster up his argument with theories or
quotations from books he has only imperfectly under-
stood, he scarcely rises above a very poor mediocrity.
But let him throw away his crutches and step out
boldly, speaking as the spirit moves him, and he is
promptly transformed into one of the greatest speakers
of the century.

He makes no attempt to prove his assertions. He is
strongest when he speaks of abstractions such as
honour, country, nation, family, loyalty; his effective-
ness on such matters is quite astonishing.

'When a nation wants liberty arms spring to its
hand ..." cWhen a nation has lost faith in the power
of its sword it is vowed to the most lamentable destruc-
tion,9 An educated person, writing these phrases,
blushes at their triteness. But spoken by Hitler they
inflame the audience, they go straight to every heart.

It would, as a matter of fact, be wrong to imagine
that Adolf Hitler was always an utterly unscrupulous
demagogue. He was at one time genuinely convinced
of the Tightness of his cause. He had the feelings of
a revolutionary, but not the temper. He had that flair
which, in a leader of the masses, takes the place of
psychological insight.
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